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While with a single exception the at-

tractions
¬

brought to Washington labt week
proved ver good of their kind that kind
was not the highest and resullantly the
theatres offered little of note Business
too was decldedlr ordinary the onl
rrowds of the period having ben ascem
Med at those houses which invanabl arc
well filled whatever the nature of the
managerial provision Willie Collier who
is considered a wholl profitable star oddl
enough never has received his just de-

sert
¬

In this city His first local cngagc
raent In The Man Prom Mexico was so
disappointing thil the comedian did net
visit the Capital at all the follow log sea ¬

son t lioujrli return dates were played li
several neighboring places Air Saiootli- -

wag a diverting and enjoyable fane acted
ft admirable style but It brought unfor-

tunate
¬

small sized gatherings to the
Columbia John Drews rendering of The
Tjranny of Tears provoked some interest
Fillsrm and Erroll George VVilsou and

oUi is on the Grands vaudeville bill were
so satisfactory that the auditorium was
ecld out nightly The Tammmj Tigerj

were not equally lucky at Kernaus us

private entertainments principal
lauslcal ve attended in the usual man-
ner

tnajorit of people think only when
compelled to do so Wert this not true a
treat portion of the shams and hjpocrislee

constantly succeeding ordered supposed from
unrccog- - separation

Hired tleenlng would be recognised and
a great multitude of applauded un ¬

deserving would lo shown in their real
colors It is not the mallLe of instinct or
the stupidity of blindness that Is respon
frihlc for many current crying shames li
is the carelessness of custom Once set In
the ni of considering folk soon would
right th- - apparent In a varictr of

ni pod things morel1 ta llalogu- - soto clever wis

who
Washington last week that either may
conclude tp how much of bis pres ¬

tige and pristine popularit that star Is
entitled

During eight seasons Drew has been
lielng presented as the central figure of

undoubtedly is one of smoothest
and most excellent comedy organlzalious
In the world Criticall It has been ad ¬

mitted generally that at two
question as quoth George

impersonate infinite
got two

com- -
large Itmglned

his personality and from brilliance
the plays in he has Introduced
Kach of these has added something
to his reputation The Tvrann of Tears
which was here

added repu- - that
could have

performer
was simple unconventional

position dovetailing
gained as component

widespread study David
ing profcssonal circles could tell
that during sight mentioned
Mr Drew hardly offered
effort which had not by others
before he obtained It-- Itosemary The
LSars and A Marriage of Convenience
all been stamped with European
approval prior to tbeir American exhibi ¬

The of initially
done In less ear

served Charles Wjndham through
last spring at the Criterion ¬

don The work was running there when
Mr Drews saw it procured

rights for United States A stage
director cmploed by that manager is said
to have studied ever detail of the foreign
rendering out Mr Wyndham
and to have utilied lil observations
coaching the newer cast Finally it Is
not improbable that Mr who was
abroad until weeks of his
opening ook advantage of

The similarities In the two
conceptions certainly argue

a proceeding
discussable proceeding An author or n

who same means of
copying and omittlnr
would not with talent but
with something expressed by word of al ¬

equal length having the
initial Assuredly there is no
more than to be In

supposition named above his presenta ¬

tion of The Tyrann of Tears has earned
Mr Drew neither character of a
man of nor an aclor ¬

of creating
witnessed three per¬

formances or Chambers delightful
corned of temperament in London was

astonished at noting consistently that
performance had been here The
stage of tbe Criterion have
lifted bodily and in local build
Irg Every detail of
iad the very plush covered

surrounding the grate In Clement
liurys study had cither duplicated or
borrowed
frmlllar even to rather unworthy bit
of humor in Mr Parburys but
Inaudible swearing Mr several ex
eellencles of portrayal be done
an thing explicable or generally tol-

erable
¬

this delineation all proved
reminiscent of Mr Wyrtdham though bis

and appearance were to
of the polished Driton the

rtrrnal manners of Mr Drew stuck out al
the elbows were The ag¬

gressiveness of his fine clothes effort
his dominant refinement

sufficient atmosphere about him did
Mr Wyndhaai These things merely

marked the differences a thorough
ortist and tbe personally popular star who
occasionally In doing what might
le termed an extraordinary piece of work

Mr Drews reputation has been enhanced
during current year because his ¬

of play is sufficiently good
10 reveal lo emphasize Its strong
slnts They --who hare become cognizant

ut tae several ot Haddon Cham- -

ssggiggJlP THE cvj

m
bers musl hae been marvelousl sjrprised style of William Winter the par l ular
at so notable liplaj of one the oxitenre case under discussion tne most
of which had suspected Mr part eoms to be that taken bj
Chambers reputation had reited the Telegraph which followed the uni
upon the fact that with the aid of sundr crsal attack with an editorial In wbl h
master mechanics he outlived lo it said The intelligent nnd respectable
build various and sliUicg romac- - men and women of this city are quite tap
tic or mclodraraitic Had able of themselves
most earnest admirers pause lo cons der female virtue I3 so frail thing
the-- jiesslbilit of the author j It cannot withstand wllne slng a porlrayat

socletv eomedv thev would ben cf human passion by a great coroloanl ar--
Justlfied In a ccnirll utd ad tlst it Is not the safeguard re cs- -
decidedly lifual compilation of tilte iicas

ttls Is precUrl cITort under
dnru fion Is not On the oontraiv Tte
Tjranny of Tears established itclf as Ic-
ing

¬

a vvondcrfullv and s mplc
d borotioh of a theme whli li having for
its foundation Ihrce hacknejed eharactirs
was novel and unconventional troll primal
curtain to final

The fashion u be has the
obvious suggestions of these chiraeters
and this theme constitutes the chief of

charms in Iladdon Chambers It
must been a powerful temptation to
begin a piece with the of a raoii
fjed let his loving but dimanding
spouse and hU prelt anianueinls In the

place Mr Chambers copel
nn inclination to make the husband

an Individual who deemed criminal an ex ¬

of emotion the wife a bring with ¬

out or tempenment tjpewrlter
a corned nn but

and Intelligent pla that
It is He would baic found It
easy to broaden the story of ¬

emancipation until It ran along the
lines used In Contented oman A
Iiich Mans Son and similar presenta-
tions

¬

But Instead of farcical tendency
Chambers chose sentiment grace and

the depiction of what Kjlcs called
phases bumanness Hen

then the existence of the tjpes described
could not but bae hinted at the sort of
tale In handling whlili the dramatist reall
Js an adept the tort of talc penned b
Laura Jean Llbbev and the the

j talc cf the husband falling In
love with the amanuensis aforesaid and
morrjlng bcr after a divorce bad been se ¬

cured by the wife jforesald
Persons who saw TbeTjrann cf Tea b

left week mut reiremlicr how far th nar-
rator

¬

kept cf these methods
They were taught lo regtct the submission
of Mr Parbur who had been compelled
ltr Mrs Paibnrjs over her
lachrymose gland Jo surrender friend1
habits labor eierjthlng The mtSMiine
po tlon of the audiences assembled was
made to note the difference the
Draellcal tecretrv Ida Coa- -

i quest pronounced it and the selfish bet
ter half Tre feminine portion was pcr
relttcd to bellcte that belter half riht
vhen haling dlsrotercd the grl In the

of Mr Pirburs ste
which are would b I her rival the door
impossible--- a great number of the Both uuabtiecs regretfd the

the

opportunity

be

of

anticipating

consequent upon Mr Parhurys tefusal to
prrt with an indispensable and

probabl were when the rt union
found a lcindl bachelor willing tn take
rlurge of of dispute Thus did
Mr Chambers product grasp the emotion

Piom a purcl critical Wenpolm it was
quite ns admirable The Tranny tf
Tears might said tb 1 com- -wrongs

- e ni of throe talk talk and
from the stage The j11 h was

il exceeding that the movementi ti if i105r I811-- J1 h0 not missed Uitler definitions crhper

J Ii hrd in ashlngton Nor was hecand demerits of John Drew inwas

present

Mr

what the

least members

there

his

fie

the

Mr

any apparent Etralnlng of diction In the
attempt to interpolate thee The vsoo

of sense aud cynicism sparkling and
memorable passed eall and gratefully
Hyacinth Woodnard at Ocorge
Gunning the to she was ¬

trothed later lfinarkcd Weie I gone
you might seek suitable ompam I

have often that the verv
must be very louely Again I knew a
roan once who Interfered betwo n husband

ot the company In act quite ar-- I and wife Gunning The
tlstically and with and wife got a black eye
more arkty does their chief Despite j the man Nothing mole del clous
1bU fact Mr Drew has than was Miss Woodward verbal auto- -
manded admiration resultant from blograph lould b The c nMant

the of
which been

vehicles

nuvu until ester-eve-

seasons

Drew

those

recall

When

worth

which

novel

soeiet

whom

succession charming would
rendered The Tjrann Tears ¬

it possessed no other virtue
there were other virtues

being practically only ibiraclrs m
log immeasurably to the offering It be understood
taticn Mr Drew is counted a ventursome j ne noted little confusion or
produced and a of and I deviation from the subject matter The
original methods story a story

Notwithstanding the that has j perfect told The or every
been a consequence of J situation and episode was

aud tribute the know- - I worthy the a Belasco or
in

a dramatic
been tried

had

tion Tyranny Tears
this country than a half

Theatre Lon

manager and
the the

thought by
In

within a few
the precise

would the
likelihood such a

painter adopted the
acknowledgment

credited
a

most identical
letter If

mistake seems
the

the daring
business that of ca-

pable
The writer who

Iladdon

how
followed

might
placed the

property and sotting
been observed

iU Par
been

The most trifling gestures were
tbe

apparent
Drews

never has
more

than

rradlcg his Inferior
Onl

truly original
the

and the self
not

between

succeeds

the inter
pretation a great

even

abilities

In
a however

been oniv sensible
American

ban
stirring

offering looking after
a that

turning out
a

And whit

natural

Ignored

the work
have

creation

first assuredly
with

position
feeling

briefly the thing the
delicate

do-

mestic

Franklin
peculiar

Duchess
aforsald

each

command

btween
secretary

klsIng picture

Hsxlstant
boift glad

the subject

been

habitual

bits

jesting
bachelor be

thought wise

husband eicb
than

however

such

been

have

from

have

of such lines
have rf ex-

cellent bad
And There

five
has that ma

unique
J

such
respect of of

the
has

ago

of

of

mor- -

an Augustus Thomas Aliove all tbe piece
proved absolutel unthejtrlc It lacked
dramatic climaxes and stage pictures and
other unnatural devices of the pla wright
Prcsh and clean and clear as Is the water
In a swift stream The Tyranny of
Tears would seem to resemble Tenn
ons brook also In that it might go on

forever
It Is regrettable that the writer cannot

add the opinion that Mr Drews support ¬

ing cast was as well qualified as was that
of Mr Wyndham Arthur Byron and Harry
liar wood Indeed were the onl members
of the organization who approached the
London standard Ida Conquest clever
woman though she be pro veil Infinitely
inferior to Maud Millctt tbe originator of
the role of lbaclntb Woodward In no
sense did she realize the det of the secre ¬

tary whom her employer characterized as
a triumph of the negative She was

vcr positive was Miss Conquest and
her scenes with Mr Bjron lacked intelli-
gibility

¬

because the did not contrast with
those in which Mr or Mrs Parburv fig-

ured
¬

She read badl too and oft n was
careless Miss Woodward never would
have missed a silver in picking up the cup
which Mrs Parbury had let fall upon dis-
covering

¬

her with the picture Miss Con-
quest

¬

passed by large pieces of china
nightly Isabel Irving as usual soke In
a monotone with a goodly gap before
every sentence Miss Conquest drawled
the autobiography mentioned as ould
have most actresses had they been at ¬

tempting a Southern accent Both were
net above adequacy which in conform ¬

ance with the above remark is regrettable

As1 was to have been expected confidently
Olga Nethersoles production of Sappho
has caused no end of a rumpus In New
York The result of this disturbance as
was to hav been expected also Is the
rTOpecttrthe greatest business that Eng ¬

lish women ever has done in this tountr
Already seats are said to have been sold
four weekVin advance and one can Imagine
the cold blooded Iouls Nethcrsole who
probably cares not a whit how much the
piece Is condemned If only It continues
profitable grinning broadly with pu e de-

light
¬

Despite efforts to that end on the
part of the Journal there Is not the re ¬

motest likelihood that the police will make
any attempt to slop the performance ot the
play and resultanIy Alan Dale may be
set down as Juet another factor in the
monetary success of the venture in ques-
tion

¬

It dos seem by tbe way tba Alan
Dales abusive and apparently malicious
review ot the Clde Pitch adaptation a
review that doubtless has been generally
read in Can Francisco at this time was
dirtier and more offensive than the drama
itself Mr Cchen who has calmly tol-

erated
¬

a line of farces ranging from The
Turtle to Papas Wife literally delved
nnd dug in his search for nasJuess calling
upon medical students to prove the verity
cf assertions that therefore admittedly
would strike no one else It tbe Journal
had been anxious for the suppression ot

Sappho it would have done much better
b adoptlss the caustic brilliant satirical
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rarj to lis protection Caa tity needs no
chaperon Washington has seen lsrnpleasant ard rrore powerful plas lhaii

Sappho but the denizens of the Cipl al
were not Irreparably injured whi e utcr
mlnlng upon the fact

Ocorge Alexander produced Itupert of
Hcutzau In London last Monday and the
scribes of that metropolis were anything
but evasiie in their expressions of disap-
proval

¬

The arguments set forward were
prcclselv those ysed In the review printed
In Tile Times when the piece was done
here The condemnation of this paper co t
It the friendship of the theatre at which
James K Hackctl was appearing and that
of the British dailies has so affected plaY
Jecrs that Mr Alexander will withdrjwrtlid
offcilng Which Is one difference in the
effect of mcrican and English criticism

The business of writing about the stage
and Its people is Irksome and thankless at
its best and no man can long pursue that
location in an intelligent and Independent
spirit without ccnceutratlng upon himself
the malignant hatred of all the fuols
dunces liars and blackguards In the
land William Winter

It is rather a singular circumstance that
though the yeir has changed Its caption
since his death no one has proposed a
monument to Augustln Dl the most
prominent American theatrical scholar of
his day In London there a e memorials
to a line of actors and manager ranging
between David Girrlck and Sir Augustus
Harris yet much loved and much honored
as was Mr Dilv on this side ot the water
he Is remembered seven montls after bis
demise chiefly b the fact that 1 house at
which is being given a John Oliver Hobbs
ccmedy still Is permitted to bear his nsne
The truth that New York and Philadelphia
and Washington are without testimonials
to disciples of Thcspls constitutes rather
nn Incentive than a precedent by which
to stand If Ncvv York and riilldclphla
do not want the bust or statue Ml Dalys
friends should be able to m ster sufficient
influence to get it into a certain local
building the walla of which speak tribute
to representatives of ever known art
sivc that of the player

Mary Hamnlon the decidedly capable
wonnn who was last seen locall In Shen-
andoah

¬

and who hss been appearing in
the West vvlth the Frawley Company has
left that organization and returned to New
York The reason assigned Is that the
actress in question was constant subordi-
nated

¬

to Mar Van Burcn a lesser member
of the troupe Inconcejvablc as thlt may
seem to those who know of the diherenec
in talent notable In the two the matter
will be understood here where through the
spring theatregoers were kept wondering
why a girl neither beautiful uoj efficient
should be continually thrust forward
After Miss Van Burcn had injured a per-
formance

¬

of sTrilb and spoiled another
of All the Comforts of Home the man ¬

ager was asked his purpose n retaining
her She draws the society people was
the reply Miss Van Duron may be draw-
ing

¬

the society people 6U the Pacific
Coast and that fact jna account for Mr
Prawley preferring her to a i layer more
competent Society people however ilo
not pay the expenses of conducting an
amusement enterprise and the skillful
Washlngtonlan is showing a marvelous
shortsightedness in sacrificing his better
workers to a single protege

FRIENDS OF LAST WEEK

The sad fate with ohlch David Bclisco
met when imitating William Gillette he
attempted to reshatpen the pencil thit bad
traced the words of several emotional
dramas and to use tbe stub on a much
lighter effort must have convimpl Wasb
ingtonians that the construction of a farce
Is no simple matter Jrom an competent
director those who arc inquisitive may
learn that the staging of such a pity U
quite as difficult In few branches of the-
atrical

¬

art should so many points be ob ¬

served as in the acting ot a work like
Mr Smooth The presentation must

avoid too high a tone and too low v one
must have all the sharp contracts of a
weightier offering without ever dropping
its character and above all must merge
between the deliberation which was the
chief fault in A Bachelors Hone moon
as that work was original done aid the
ovchastc which ruined T Daniel Iraw
Ics productions of All tbe Comforts of
Home and Lost Twenty rour Hours
These necessities should be observed by
each of the persons employed in a render-
ing

¬

In the kind from star to general
utility man

The performance of Mr Smooth given
last week at the Columbia reminded the
thoughtful who witnessed It that no actor
In tbe country Is better qualified for the
sort of labor described than Is Willie
Collier A lifetime experience under tne
greatest director of farce America has
ever hul has given Mr Collier a keen
understanding of every trifle that goes
toward provoking laughter and this under ¬

standing he uses to perfection The key
and cadence If these terms may be
adopted In which Mr Smooth was In-

terpreted
¬

were responsible for half of the
applause won Then too the comedians
mind seems to be rich with such bits of
business as was his lockstep In The Man
From Mexico and his suggested star 1 be-
fore

¬

tbe hotel window in the work uuder
discussion Such trifles do much toward
gaining reputation far tbeir originator
Ilrlcfty Mr Colliers Impersonation lLst
week like those that have gone before
was clean clear cut and enjoyable No
farceur in this country can lay claim to
greater cleverness than is that of the
young star of Mr Smooth and none de-

serves
¬

more support and felicitation

It is rather singular that women who
arc credited with having tbe kindest of
hearts and who certainly possess the
maternal instinct render possible the ex-

hibitions
¬

of children and animals which
arc so pathetic to the considerate Men
rarely enjoy performances of the sort and
undoubtedly the displays would go out ot
vogue rapidly but for tbe manner In which
they draw matinee audiences Few things
are mote tmly pitiful than Is tbe spectacle
of a brutal trainer forcing tbe dumb
creatures in his power through a success
inn of feats the very difficulty of which
should be assurance of the pain Ihey
cause And fewer still are less excusable
than Is the act of compelling entertain-
ment

¬

from a mere infant In cases where
tbe little one only has a dozen lines or
so to speak the shame is not so glaring
for then In- addition to being comparative-
ly

¬

easy the emploment is likely to fit
tbe diminutive worker for future labor
Lads such as are Willie Weston and
Lavender Richardson both of whom were
seen last week at the Grand gent rally ruin
the faculties for which they are notable
when young however and afterward miss
tbe schooling that would prepare them for
aay other calling A Gerry law properly
pasted and wisely executed would not be
a bad ordnance In Washington

CHATS WITH THE PLAYERS

He was exceeding nice about the ma-
tterwas

¬

Willie Collier Almost any other
placr if the same position would have in ¬

veighed against the city its inhabitants
and the unapptrclatlre world at large Th
comedian merely stood by the stage door
or the Columbia and nodded his head to-

ward
¬

the short line waiting for admittance
to the gallery I dont think I shall come
to Washington again he said rather re-

gretfully
¬

I simply throw away money
eety time I attempt an engagement here
Elsewhere r can draw good houses or fair
ones at the worst Locally I never seem
to attract theatregoers This was the first
town in which I had n losing neck In The
Man Iromilexlco and with a few excep- -

Ciivvell Ie Vlurnr I10 llnkes Her nshinctfiii stnr In

Ihr Tiling lie orIil Milit lit llif-- Colutitliii

tlons It was the last Mr Smooth
brought audiences In New York and Chi-

cago
¬

and Philadelphia but here It appears
to be an utter failure I am sorry tor the
necessit of such a decision I have many
friends In the Capital and the place Itself
is benutiful it lies directly on the route
to the metropolis of the Ea3t and that ot
the South Hut when I find that I cannot
do more than pa expenses at any point I
must cut the point off my list

The reporter who was the listener to the
conversation quoted ventured to express
the trust that Mr Colliers determination
would not become operative Immediately

We are not particularly fond of farces
he remarked Perhaps If you try some-
thing

¬

a bit weightier jou may have better
results 1

I hardly think so replied the actor
although my ambition is In that direc-

tion
¬

UlMmalelyI hope to fill the vacancy
left bv at Goodwins taking to what he
doubtlsi considers loftier things I have
no desre to play Nathan Hale or The
Rivals I only aspire to such work as is
in Turned Up 01 In Mlzzourn But
when I voice the hope I am laughed at
The other da a certain newspaper fell
to wondering how a fellow who had trnde
a name for himself in one branch ot labor
could ardently wish to desert that branch
in crder to fight th battle all over again
Of course I was the topic ot the article
The --cribe responsible evidently did not
know that ni first hits were In wholly se ¬

rious roles Long before I had gone in
for vehicles of tho type of Th- - City Di-

rectory
¬

and Little Chrlstcphtr and Mls3
Philadelphia I was remembered ou
Ilroadway for m efforts at Dalys 1 be-

gan
¬

in professional career with Augustln
Daly starting as call bo and understudy ¬

ing James Lewis after a cnmnaratlvely
lirtf period in tinmportant parts I was in
n number of the great managers Shakes ¬

pearian productions and seemed to create
an Impression Al least I was most
vorahl criticised for my portrayals So
I shall not be altogether ou
strange ground when I finally attain u
pHre among more legitimate stars

How did flii ever come to attempt pla
vvrltlug asked the gossip gatherer as
Mr Collier made a motion to open tbe door
of the theatre

The comdlair paused and put both hinds
in his pockets Absolute necessit he
explained I found It Impossible to se-

cure
¬

proper material in any other fash
Ion Of course there are authors in this
country who could have fitted me to a dot
but they didnt seem to care to try Mr
Collier looked heavenward an instant I
guess Im only a third rate actor anyway
he continued with a trace of bitterness in
hi voice t all events I could bnd
nothing to suit me last year I had com ¬

posed the entire second half ot The Man
From Mexico and I thought that a whole
could not be much harder Mr Smooth
was the result Now I am busy vvlth a
piece for the coming season and I believe
that the Idea to be used is a new one I
am drawing the character of a rich old
chap who lias suffered a sort of paralytic
stroke and who has been told that he may
have a similar attaik at any moment Ac-

cordingly
¬

he Is afraid of being alone and
emplos an attendant to remain with him
constant I am to be that attendant
a poor youth who is obliged to adopt some
such means of earning a livelihood Every
time that the lad is about to do anything
Important the ward crosses bis path aud be
is obliged to follow This occurs just as
he is going to propose to the woman he
loves and at other critical points of the
story I shill call the farce A Fit Com-
panion

¬

What do you think of the title J
The vein of cynicism that had been not-

able
¬

through a large portion of Mr Co-
lliers

¬

talk was gone He had become quite
enthused over his subject Given an opln
Ion ot tbe name quoted he was ready to
resume And then the way to the gallery
was unbarred The few stragglers who
had been walling began climbing upstairs
Mr Collier glanced at tbem His interest
in A Fit Companion vanished Good
night hp said abruptly I must go to
work AnJ ne disappeared

Approached on the final evening of her
engagement at the Grand the evening of
a week ago csterday Mabel Maltland the
elocutionist spoke of herself as follows

This dialect ot mine is not the re-

sult
¬

of civilisation but of breeding I am
a Southern woman was born and reared
In Tennessee and from my earliest years
I was accustomed to the crooning ot my
raammri d l the expressed

admiratlon of all the staves on our plan-
tation

¬

Until Manager Chase heard me re¬

cite In a parlor one evening and talked to
me about this career I had never had an
Idea of going on the state Eien now my
family doesnt know what I am about to
do and I am halt afraid to break the
news Yesterday I wrote mother that f
was reading In public and now I an
wnitlnff developments This really is my
first week tn mr new line Prom here I

j shall go to Richmond Bnffalo and New
ork after which I am to spend a season

with the Burke and Chass Vaudello Com-
pany

¬

And of course 1 am hopeful as to
the future

Now that Sarah Cowell Lc Moync is
about to make her stellar debut In this
city some interest may be taken In cer-
tain

¬

Tmarks that emanated from her just
after she forsook the lyrcum platform for
the stage The present exploitation ot the

-- arult Delnit ns it
rentPMt In Tiimorrovv

fs

treading

quaintly

LIeblcr1 was asked which of the two
careers she preferred and her answer wca
given only after considerable deliberation
She said

It would Le difficult for me to tell off ¬

hand whether or not I consider the life of
an actress mcr enjoyable than that of a
leader Both poses tber atfvantjgC3 and
disadvantages The personage

has a great benefit In the fact that
one successful portrajal will bring her
more praler and reputation so far as per
sonvl popularity Is concerned than cojd
be won by the rival last namel In ten
yean I believe successful reading to be
the harder task for while the player de ¬

votes bcr study to a single character the
aforesaid rival when giving a sclltiry
pkjce must assume a variety of diame-
ters

¬

and attempt to strike the keen no a
of truth and accuracy in all

From the viewpoint of the woman who
js ondot comfort certainly the readers
position Is more desirable She requires
for example onl on6 handsome gown dur-
ing

¬

an evening while between acts her
contempocar is compelled frequently to
get out ot an elaborate costume and into
another Still in many respects the duo
are alike To be effective both actress
and reader must have the gift ot what for
want of a better designation 13 called
imgnetlsra Ilefore the aspirant can ap ¬

pear behind the footlights beside a table
or In a pulpit the art of speaking spon-
taneously

¬

and correctly must be mastered
Pure English can never have its locality
deflrd There should b- - no distinction by
which the talker might be recognized as
a native of New York California or
Britain

it Is true also that both reader and ac ¬

tress must depend largely upon their at-

tack
¬

I use a technical term In a stage
portrvjal the primil entrance and the
primal speech are sure to creitc a favora-
ble

¬

or an unfavorable Impression This
point Is splendidly illustrated In music
too When for Instance WllhelmJ raises
bow the precision and the way that bow
inust strike together with the poise of the
body Immediately have an effect I re
ball an example of tbe truth of m clatm
from my own experience Some ears ag a
I had the pleasure of repeating a little
poem to General Sherman The verse was
dubbed Kentucky Belle and it began sim ¬

ply with the line It was tho summer ot
C3 sir I delivered the wonls quietly

ns I thought the author Intended they
should be delivered General Sherman
quickly responded by salng Oh I re-

member
¬

It perfectl His daughter who
was sitting near gave him A hard nudge
and whispered Sch Thats 1 part of the
recitation The general looked somewhat
abashed but I was ver much gratified
because at once I knew that my attack
had been what It should have been

As I have been chatting other similari-
ties

¬

between the careers hive eime Into
my head and vanished After all they
are not widely different The troubles and
worries and results are about equal the
methods aro nearly tbe same With both
professions the chief aim should be abso-
lute

¬

naturalness When I have been read-
ing

¬

I have been able to show my ideas fi
this subject but the work before me will
be urder the direction of others If how-

ever
¬

I attain the eminence ot a star some
da you shall see what my Ideals arc and
I hope that you will admire them

And tomorrow Washington Is to have this
opportunity an opportunity that must have
seemed In the far future when Mrs Le
Moyne talked of the reader and tbe actres3
to her journalist caller

The njloa trapeze act of tbrse bidies 11 both
artistic and finished Tlier accomplifcli all the
difficult nd sensational feats uualr considered
possible only for te Iwt male performer di
plaIng nrve and ttill rare under anr cireura
tanrw The entire mm M one ot the really

thrillug things before the public

This paragraph printed on the letter ¬

heads of the Ariel Austins who wcro the
most remarkable people seen last week at
the Grand caused its reader to pause in
wonderment whether or not a gymnast Is
ever struck with fear when about to make
some specially perilous Jump As the
simplest means of gaining the information
the reporter sought an iotroduction to R
G Austin the manager vf tbe two wom-

en
¬

and on Wednesday ss taken to the
wings in which both were waiting Hav ¬

ing been presented to Aimee and to Marie
the one Mr Austins sister-in-la- and

the other his daughter the caller pro ¬

ceeded to ask the perplexing question
Grow frightened exclaimed the elder

In astonishment 1 should say not

And she langhed We merely take the
ordinary precautions look well before
leaping and think no moro ot the risk
than If the trapeze were two feet above
the ground As a matter ot fact these bars
are considerably lower than we wanted
them Pop Insisted that they be placed
over the orchestra seats hut Manager
Chase would not consent We have
worked as high as fifty feet In the air

Well quoth itic Interviewer I sup-
pose

¬

you have becri brought up in the busi-
ness

¬

Miss Marie who bad been testing a rope
near dropped the line and replied- - Not
I she said Only two seasons hive
elapsed since I niado my professional
debut Up to that period m aunt and
my mother had labored together under
tho name of the Austin Sisters Mean-
while

¬

I had been securing my education
I always was playing with the apparatus
In our own gymnasium however and
when I bad graduated the mater re-
tired

¬

and I took her place
Were you over severely hurt quer ¬

ied the visitor still unable to comprehend
such absolute lack of fear In efforts 10
dangerous

Not severely retvyced the llrst speak ¬

er I have broketCxar left leg a couple
of times ard have airfccated several Joints
But such accldentsjoccur rarely They be ¬

come decided novelties when one has
learned how to fall

The musie of tfitr overture drifted In
from the front and both performers began
rubbing tbeir feet In A mixture containing
rosin and like sulst9ncc3 And tho hu-
man

¬

fly actr thef caller hastened to ask
That his coma to be quite celebrated

Yet redled Mr Austin Almee Is
the only woman who has done It legiti-
mately

¬

I invented the shoes In 1SSI while
we were In Hanover Of course they are
of rubber 3 8 ot an Inch In thickness and
I 1 2 Inches in diameter When they are
pressed against the smooth board a vacum
is created and the suction holds up the
acrobat Still there Is considerable skill
and difficulty in the operation The ordi ¬

nary
Look out whispered the daughter as

the orchestra stopped its work and the
curtain rose slowly The Times man
backed further Into tho wlng3 and Mr
Austin stepped forward to tighten the
corns holding the net While he was
thus engaged the two girls shook hands
with the newspaper representative Then
the w slkcd out bowed smiled and be¬

gan climbing to their lofty perches The
talk was over

THE LOUNGERS LEAGUE

Bah oxcUlmed the President ot the
Loungers League a3 he came Into the
meeting room of the association from that
in which its liquid refreshments had been
having their origin Dah Im wet
through

The First Member always looking about
for a verbal calcium to train on his wit
held aloft the hiirnini match which be

1 had lust struck Perhans auoth he
you have been clamDenlng both sides of

your anatomy simultaneously And he
laughed

In the street the rain was doloi what
Scrooge never did and the various celeb-
rities

¬

of the organization were trying their
best to forget the discomforts they had
endured in traveling between their thea-
tres

¬

and the place of rendezvous On the
table before them was piled a profusion of
choice eatables nnd drinkables while the
smokables also were ot the finest brand
Hence the good humor of the evening

The Treasurer chilled the First Member
You shouldnt have said that objected

he mjldly The weather renders things
gloomy enough without your assistance

Such a night does give one the
blues was the reply Too much water

Is bad for any spirits Then he added
Youll forgive me for the pun wont

you
Certainly observed the Vice President

Max 0 Kell got whitever blame attaches
to that speech long ago

The Vice President might have gone on
but he was cut short in his satire Tbe
First Member bad forgotten hbt lighted
match until the hot wax touched his fin
gers Then he swore not wisely but too
well

Von curs strongly criticised the Vice
President but there is no originality in
our method You have not improved on

older fashions When Nero found that some
bankrupt clothing merchant had set fire
to Konie he probibly used that very lan-

guage
¬

and I havent the faintest doubt
Gorge Washington did likewise each time
his flat bottomed beat got mixed
up with the ice in the Dela ¬

ware The most unique profanity
I have heard in years eminated from
Caryl Wilbur a Washington boy who will
be seen next week at the Grand He and
I were dining together when he contrived
to shut his fingers in a nuj cracker Then
Wilburs every word beeama a swear sand-
wich

¬

He cussed In the middle of his syl-

lables
¬

If I remember rightly his first
sentence was Why la was
I fool enough for
such a trick Now thats
what I term real art

Humph interrupted the Sergeant-at-Arm- s

it is possible o be vigorous without
being offensive quietly suggested the
Treasurer from behind a whole broiled
lobster Charley Williams who is coming
to Kernans very shortly used to
employ a studious property man who
though anything but religious had a con-
stitutional

¬

objection to oath One even-
ing

¬

the old fellow was Irritated beyond en
duance by the vile phrases that fell from
the lips of his two youthful assistants He
tolerated their obscenity as long as he
could and then he broke forth Stop It
he bawled at the top of his voice Good
13th word JOth verse 2ith chapter of
Genesis Tbi fSd word 6th speech 4th
act of Othello couldn t be more vulgar
than is the cleanest of you 1th word 7th
speech 2d scene 3d act of As Yott Like
It children The assistants aforesaid
were five hours interpreting tbe statement
but their boss hid expressed himslf
without violating his principles

Thats a rather good story commented
the First Member but I dont put much
faith in Its truth

The waiter appeared
Speiklng of stage hands remarket

tho Second Member after having finished
the task of deciding what he wanted next

reminds me of an anecdote related a sea ¬

son ago by Frederick de BellevllI wbo
then was touring the country with Mrs
Fiske

And who will be at the Columbia soon
with Mrs Le Moyne hastily chimed In
the Sergeant-at-Arm- s who hid noted that
the First Member a newspaper writer
was fingering a blue pencil

The Second Member Ignored the sugges-
tion

¬

The incident he continued 00
ccurred In a onc nlght stand where Mr
De Belleville was appearing with a small
repertoire compan A rabid melodrama
was being presented and much of the
strength of tho work depending on the
promptness with which the curtain fell
at the end of the second act the player
devoted some minutes to coaching tho lo-

cal
¬

stage manager See here he explain-
ed

¬

When I speak the line Touch her
If you dare you ring jour warning
Then bring down your drop at the cue

Saved Of course ever body here
knows that a warning Is the signal given
from below to tho fellow in the files tn or-

der
¬

that that individual may be standing
by his ropes when the second for lowering
the curtain comes VcIL Mr De Hello
vllle declares that on the evening iu ques-
tion

¬

the scene went on smoothly anil force-
fully

¬

enough to bring frequent applause
Glancing into the wings when he delivered
tho If you dare phrase he saw the rustic
rise and ding dong a big dinner bell lusti-
ly

¬

The warning could have been heard
in the next town and the Thespian who
had suffered through such delays felt con-

fident
¬

Finally the climax was reached
He threw both arms about the heroine and
yelled Saved And the farmer In the
first entrance got up again calmly and
slowly untied a cord ten feet away and let
out the rolled canvas that shut off tbe
waiting pair from the view of the specta-
tors

¬

Can you beatthat for stupidity
The Honorary Member wbo had made

fortune through his direction of all things

theatrical and who never had been abla
to tolento the cppovltlon with which he
finelly met stretched himself and finished
his glass Ill wager he said that en
the following morning the critics blamed
Do Belleville for the hitch

No replied the Second Member Thl
was a country town Only the reviewers
ot the cities do silly tblcgo

True exclaimed the Secretary an era
ploje of the Honorary Member When ho
was here wiu Maude dams a blight lo-

cal
¬

jcrlbo wrote a special stcry a to it
llobcrt Edeson who also U supporting
ilr3 Le Moyne In which was told ot
what Incalculable assistance that gentle ¬

man had been in developing tho inventions
of nts father Thomas Edison Bob who
likes to stand on his own merits was so
angry that he tried to Induce Miss Ad ¬

ams to have her advertising taken out of
the paper

Although said the Vice President
that same critic called him an erudite

actor
Did he exclaimed the popular Presi ¬

dent Well I dont blame Edeson for
wanting to remove hU advertising I
wouldnt let anyone call me erudite
either

GOSSIP OF THE RIALTO

NKW YORK Feb 10 There have been
five Important productions this week in
Gotham All save one were ot comedies
nnd to Includo a classification that is be-

coming
¬

necessary two proved entirely
clean in which fact la a lesson Your
humble servant having witnessed tho
quintette ot performances within a short
period begs to record his Impression th it
the wholesome pieces the- - authors of
which have rtrlveu for nothing beyond
cleverness aic infinitely more Interesting
ami desirable the question of morality
aside than are tlr nnsavory contempo ¬
raries Of courser In such a statement I
must except Sappho which is undenia-
bly

¬
strong even ttough Its hot house tem ¬

perature and flavor of sensuality eannoc
but be disagreeable

I suppose there is little need for saying
very much about Clyde Fitchs version ot
Alphonse Daucets novel Although owing
to many postponements we of the metropo
lis got the play from Olga Netbersole only
en Monday evening I understand that
to Washington Its torrldlty is an old story
The presentation has caused a great cry
here among those who believe that tho
police can regulate virtue an resultactly
Wallacks Theatre has been so crowded
with the mirbldly curious than there has
Sn en nn nyrtunlty ot judging what tho
strength of the work will do for It nfter
these vultures have been sated The offer-
ing

¬

really Is a elllng it jot a good drama
and In It Miss Netbersole herself does a
deal ot remarkable emotional acting I am
sorry that equal credit cannot be given thj
principal people of her cast

W hen Coralie et CIc originally was pro-
duced

¬

al that the Pa la 1

Itojal Its incidents and climaxes were of
such franl indecency that a respectable
newspaper would be loath to print an ac ¬

count of them Coralie Co Dress ¬

makers which now Is on view at tbe Mad
son Squ ire has Its most vulgar points

covered with a transparent screen of lan-

guageis
¬

fall of spades even If the Im ¬

plements are not so called The establish-
ment

¬
which gives the farce its title Is a

place ot assignation for guilty couples Add
to this fact the circumstance that half tho
characters In th3 effort are married to tho
other half and the imaginative have tho
entire revolting plftt Fritz Williams E
M Holland and Brandon Hurst are amone
those who prostitute- - their talents to Its
Interpretation

After such a performance Henry V
Esmonds When We Were Twenty one
which Nat Goodwin and Maxlme Elliott
staged last Moaday at the Knickerbocker
is a positive treat The story follows tha

Idea of a middle aged
man loved by his ward attempting to ar-

range
¬

a marriage between that ward an J
another but its brilliant dialogue excel-
lent

¬

atmosphere and human feeling cover
any triteness In tho tal When We Wera
Twenty one Is done by a company tho
principal members of which have been
grafted into Mr Goodwins earlier sup-
port

¬

These members are Henry Wood-
ruff

¬

Jamesorf Lee Finney and Thomas

Two comedies rangintr between abjoluln
and comparative cleanness are The Am ¬

bassador a pi ty of John Oliver Hobbs
acted on Mondiy at Dalys and Tho
Countess Chiffon an adaptation made for
William A Brady anJ shown on Tuesday
at th Fifth Avenue The first relates tho
familiar fable ot the woman who sacri-
fices

¬

her reputation for the honor ot some ¬

one else Is delightfully told will be a su- -
cess and is deservlngly presented by John
Mason Edward Morgan Hilda Spong
Elizabeth Tyrec and others of the Lyce-
um

¬

organization The Second contains
good ideas badly handled and despite the
best efforts of several clever people Is an
unquillfled failure

The usual changes of bill are schelnleil
for the next fortnight during which bene-
fits

¬

are to be given to British soldiers
Invalids and E E Rice For thts

Is the season of benefits O my country ¬

men and everyone gets them except tho
purchaser of tickets NANCY SYKES

BRIEFLY TOLD

Join Blair will play Hamlet
What has become ot Georgia Cay van
William Gillette Is writing another com¬

edy
The Cherry Pickers- still is on ths

road
Francis wllson Is alternating Erminte

and Cyrano de Bergerac
Marie Tempest may tour England with

Papa Wlfette current Anna Held ve-

hicle
¬

Ash Can Marie is the name of a vau-
deville

¬

sketch copyrighted last week
Next

What Happened to Jones the best
farce ot a decade has been revived la
London

David Belasco has purchased the Ameri ¬

can rights to Madame Butterfly a new
English comedy

Eddie fl Irani who made a reputation a
a member of the Arm of Donnelly and GI
rard has gone Into vaudeville

Mrs Fiske will devote a large portion ot
next season to Cermany where she will ba
seen In Dtvorcons Becky Sharp and
Tess of the DUrbevilIes

Minnie Sellgman formerly leading wom-

an
¬

with In Paradise will have tho
heavy role In The Great Ituby when that
melodrama la revived in New York

Delia Foxs continued lllneaa has obliged
her to resign her part In Hearts Are
Trumps and she will not act again until
next season when she may reappear m
comi opera

George W Lederer has bought and soon
will produce at tbe Casino a musical come ¬

dy entitled A Messenger Boy If tho
presentation has bea well named it must
prove slow

The Masked Bali the London render-
ing

¬

of which was not a great success will
be brought to this country again In tho
hands of the English company that essayed
It at the Criterion

Nat C Goodwin and Maxlme Elliott may
star separately next season or at least
this Is a current rumor on Broadway Tiro
clever people are coming to be considered
too many in one company

Paul Gllmore the star of The Dawn o
Freedom 13 recovering from the effect of
a bullet recently shot Into his Its by a
careless or desperate super who had
been assisting In the performance

Victoria Slddons and A John Pollock
who have been spending the winter In this
city are preparing for a vaudeville debut
They will offer three sketches A Happy
Pair A Morning Call and Her Hua
bands Friend Untlr reeently Miss Sld ¬

dons was with Eugenie Blair
Conductor Santeimann of the Marino

Band is to compose the score ct an opera
tbe libretto for which has teen written
by E T Sweet editor of tho Scraatcn
Tribune The work will be entitled Sail
HI and If advance criticism may be be-

lieved
¬

wilt prore a decidedly clever pro¬

duct


